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AmsrUAL  UBPOKT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER 
OF  HEALTH  FOR  THE  YEAH  ENDED 
31st  DIECBMEER,  1904. 


TO  THE  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL  OF 
DRAYTON. 


Gentlemen, — 

I baive  now  tba  bonour  of  presenting  my 
Anmiual  Report  upon  tbe  baaltb  of  your  District 
for  tba  past  year. 

Tbe  dea.tb-rat3  was  lower  than  tba  average  of 
tbe  previous  ten  years.  Tbe  infantile  mortality 
rata  waa  also  considerably  lower  than  -^be  aver- 
agia.  Measles ‘and  vbooping  cougb  were  prevalent 
tbrougbout  the  District,  especially  in  the  second 
half  of  tbe  year,  and  ontbreaks  of  sciarlet  fever 
ciocurred  in  several  parishes,  rendering  tbe 
closing  of  sobools  for  sborlt  periO'ds  necessars',  in 
order  to  obcick  the  isipread  of  contagion. 

r-HYSicAL  Features  & General  Characteristics. 

Tbs  Rural  S^ainitiary  District  of  Drayton  com- 
prises an  area  of  upwards  of  51,000  acres,  situated 
in  'the  great  central!  plain  of  Ebgland'.  Tbe  gen- 
eral; elevation  of  tbe  District  is  about  500  feet. 
The  Distriiot  ©xtendls  from  the  parisbes  of  Adder- 
ley  and  Norton-in-Halea  on  the  North,  to  ibe 
parish  of  Woore  oni  the  North-East,  where  the 
three  countiesi,  Cheahire,  Staffomdshirei,  and  Sbrop- 
S'bire  join;  to  the  South,  as  far  as  and  including 
the  parishes  of  Hinstook  and  Child’s  Ercall,  and 
the  villagea  of  Baton  and  Little  Bloilas  in  Stoke 
parish.  On  the  East  it  is  bounded  by  the  River 
Tern  and  the  pariah  of  Gheswardine.  On  tbe 
West  it  extends  to  and  inoludeig  tbe  viliag©  of 
S'to'ke-upon-Tern,  the  parish  and  village  of  Hiodnet, 
and  tho  hamlet  of  Marchamley.  Near  ■‘he  centre 
of  the  diisitriot  is  the  town  of  Market  Drayton  with 
the  tow-nsibip  of  LTtle  Drayton  adjoining,  and 
tho  parish  of  Moreton  Say.  . The  form'ation 
throughout  is  the  new  red  sandstone,  which  ah 
tains  its  .greatest  elevaition  in  England  in  tho 
district.  Th.3  River  Tlern  in  its  winding  course 
to  the  Severn  drains  the  greater  portion  o”  the 
diistrict.  The  land  in  genieral  oontour  is  level, 
well  watercl,  highly  oultdvated,  and  there  are 
eoma  fai.ely  timbered  estates  The  popnlation  is 
■chiefly  empQloyed  in  agri'cultural  ‘Pursuits  and 
stock-raising. 

Vital  Statistics. 

POiPULATION.— The  population  of  the  Rural 
Sanitary  District  of  Drayton  at  the  last  census 
(1901)  wag  11,708.  The  ©stimatied  population  at  the 
middle  .of  1904  was  11,626  The  nat.ural  increase 
poiulaitiion  (being  the  excess  of  births,  over  deaths 
reg:igt‘eT‘ed  in  tiha  year)  was  130. 

The  area  of  .the  Distriffb  (exclusive  of  area 
covered  by  water)  is  51,384  acriEB.  The  number  of 
inhiabitcid  bouses  when  the  .census  of  1901  was 
taken  was  2,655.  The  average  number  of  persons 
per  house  was  4.4. 

MARRIAGES. — The  number  of  marriages  regis- 
tered during  the  year  was  86,  or  at  the  rate  of 
7.4  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population.  Tho 
average  rate  for  tho  precodiing  ten  years'  being 
6.6  per  1,000. 

BIRTHS. — ^Thie  births  registered  in  1904  were  315, 
-of  whi-eh  32,  or  rather  m-ore  than  10  per  cent., 
were  iUegitimate.  Tho  birth-rate  was  27 1 per 
1,-003  of  the  eetimats-d  population.  The  average 
rata  for  the  preceding  nine  years  wals  25.6.  The 
birth-rate  of  Rural  England  an.d  Wales  for  1904 
was  26.8  por  kOOO. 

D'HA'IHS. — During  th’S  year  183  deaths  were 
registered  in  the  District.  Two  of  these  were 
ncn-resi-dlent-s,  a,nd  have  to  be  deducted,  but  four 
rosiidsntg  -have  diod  in  the  County  Asylum,  'on-d 
these  have  to  be  added,  making  the  net  tota-l  185 
equal  to  a death-rate  of  15.9  per  1,000  of  the 
estimated  population  por  annum.  The  average 
death-rate  for  the  preceding  nine  yeans  was  16.3. 
The  deaith-ra-te  of  Rural  England  and  Wales  for 
19C4  wag  15.3. 

The  number  of  deaths  ‘certified  a-s  due  to  the 
seven  chief  epidemio  diseases  wiae  15,  equal  to  a 
rate  .of  1.3  per  1,000.  The  average  rate  for  the 
praciesding  nine  yeiars  was  0.96.  The  m.t.e  for 
Rural  England  and  Wales  ^’or  1904  was  1.28  per 
1,000. 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY.— Thirty-six  infants 
under  cne  year  of  age  died  during  the  year.  Of 
these  five  were  premiature-ly  born.  The  infantile 
mortality  rate  was  114  per  1,000  births.  The  aver- 
aig'3  rate  for  tho  preceeding  nine  years  was  132 
per  1,000  births.  Rural  England  and  Wales  for 
1904:  125  per  1,000  births. 

CLASSIFICATION  OF  plEATHS.-iDf  the  185  deaths 
occ-urriug  in  1904,  seventy-eight  were  of  pe-reons 
of  the  age  of  65  and  upw-ards:,  and  fifty-three 
died  under  the  age  of  5,  the  two  extremes  of  life 
thus  oountin-g  for  more  thian  two-thirds  of  the 
total  deaths.  Sixteen  -deaths  were  eertified  as 
due  to  old  age,  the  average  of  the  ages  being 
nearly  80  years  Heart  diseases  acioounted  for 
no  lass  than  41  deiaiths.  Pneumonia  16,  Bronchitis 
15,  Cancer  15,  Consumption  and  other  tubercular 
diseases  14.  There  were  2 deiaths'  from  child-birth-, 

5 from  premature  birth,  1 from  aocdden-tal  bum- 
ir-g,  and  two  suicides.  Furthur  details  as  toi  the 
causes  of  death,,  ages  of  death,  averages,  etc., 
will  be  found  in  the  official  tables  of  the  Lodal 
Government  (Eloiard,  -affix>ed  to  this  report. 
INFECTIOUS  Diseases. 

Sixty-four  -cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  were 
notified  to  me  from  the  whole  District,  under  the 
lufeictious  Diseases  (N'otifioati-on)  Act,  1899,  -viz.: 
47  of  scarlet  fever,  12  of  erysipelas,  3 o’’  diph- 
theria, 1 of  -enteric  fever,  and  1 of  pulmonary 
tubsrculosis  (consumption). 

Twenty-four  of  tho  -cases  of  scarlet  fever 
oiccurred  in  Norton  parish,  6 in  one  ho-use  ait 
Cheswiardine-,  8 at  Hinstook,  4 at  Woo-dseaves,  3 at 
Wo'ore,  and  2 at  Ho-dnet.  Noirton  Schools  were 
closed  for  seven  weeks  in  April  and  May  in  con- 
sequence of  the  epidemic  of  scarlet  fever,  Hinstook 
schools  for  a month  in  May,  owing  to  the  preva- 
lence of  whooping  cough.  Measles  became  epi- 


demic in  Drayton,  Little  Drayton,  Wo-odseaveis, 
and  Ohes-warddne,  in  the  months  of  September, 
Octobtr,  andl  November,  and  the  schoo-lg  were 
closod  in  Litt-le  Drayton  for  8 weeikis.  Market 
Dra.yton  and  Gheswardine  6 weeks,  and  Woods- 
cav:8  4 weeks. 

In  all  oases  of  infeotiou-s  disease  printed  in- 
etruetdo-na  have  been  sent  to  the  ocioupders  of  the 
mfeotel  houses,  suggesting  the  precautions  to  be 
taken,  in  .order  to  check  the  spread  of  contagion. 
Where  insanitary  .conditions  have  b.een  found  to 
exist,  they  have  been  reported  to  yonr  Council, 
either  by  myself  or  the  Sanitary  Inspector.  At 
tho  termination  of  all  oases,  disinfection  and 
cffiicicnt  icleansing  of  the  infected  roioms  -have 
been  carried  out  under  the  ,sup.ervdsaon  of  the 
Sanitary  Inispiector.  Measles  and  whooping  cough 
ara  not  .included  in  the  .list  -of  notifiable  di-seasies. 

An  isolation  hospital-  for  infectiou-s  diseases 
(other  than  -smaDpox)  has  basin  erected  at  Little 
Drayt-on  by  the  Joint  Committee  of  Drayton 
Rural  an-d  Hlore  Heath  Rural  District  Councils, 
and  three  caeies  of  -scarlet  fever  were  admitted  in 
Sep-tsmbsr  -and  October,  two  from  Blo-re  Heath 
and  ona  -from  Drayton  district.  A hospital  at 
P'reies  Heath  is  now  lavailable  for  the  Isolation 
of  .cases  of  smaiUp'OX,  should  .any  occur  in  the 
district. 

VACCINATION. 

The  statistics  of  vaccination  in  your  District 
are  .as  follows: 

315  children  were  born  and  registered  in  19C4; 
of  these,  237  were  eucicessfully  vaccinated,  44  were 
not  of  age  at  the  end'  .of  the  year,  20  died  un- 
vaceinated,  the  vaccin.a.tion  of  9 was  postponed 
by  m.0dical  icertificate,  and  5 children  were  re- 
mioved  out  of  the  Distri'Ct.  No  conecientiO'Us  ohi- 
jeetdon  to  vaoednation  wae  made. 

House  accommodation  for  the  Working  glass. 

The  house  accommodiation.  in  the  District  gener- 
ally is  adequate.  Many  houses  of  an  impro'ved 
etaiudard  have  been  recently  built  in  and  near 
Market  Drayton.  A uumbe.r  of  old  and  dilapi- 
dat.eu,  houses  ar©  having  the  accention  of  the 
Oo'anicU  Building  bye-law.s  are  no.w  in  force. 

PLACES  OVER  WHICH  THE  COUNCIL  HAVE 

Supervision. 

Lo.dging-h'ousies,  slauighter-houseis;,  -and  bake- 
houses lara  regularly  inspected.  Dairies,  oo-w- 
eheds,  etc.,  are  registered,  and  their  inspection  is 
under  -oonsideration  of  the  Oouncii. 

SIEWERAGE  AND  DRAINAGE.  ^ 

Th  Ducat  ba-ot-ardal  filter  erected  for  the  treat- 
ment of  the  Eierwage  of  Little  Drayton,  is  opera- 
ting £ia-tisfactoiriiy. 

The  fltier  was  insp-ected  by  members  of  the 
R.oyal  Oo-mmission  on  devia.ge  Disposal,  in 
October.  The  treatment  of  Market  Drayton 
sewage  sh-onld  no-w  have  the  attention  of  the 
Oouncii. 

Excrement  disposal. 

Pa,Ttly  by  water-closets,  and  partly  by  privies, 
and  -outside  -ol-osets  -in  iconnectio-n  with  cess-pools. 
Th©  mumb-er  of  water-closeitis  is  increasing,  and, 
with  -the  -abundant  water  -supply,  the  water 
caririage  system  of  idi-sposal  o-ught  to  beoo-me 
general  in  Market  Drayton  and  Little  Di'ayton. 
Removal  and  disposal  op  house  refuse. 

A pub-li'o  system  is  under  iconislderation.  At 
present  the  removal  and  -disp-osal  of  refuse  falls 
upon  the  -occupier,  .an-d  is  regul'aitod  by  bye-laws. 

WATER  Supply. 

Market  Drayton  and  Little  Drayton  are  well 
supp-lis'd  with  water  of  good  quality  by  the 
Market  Drayton  Water  Company.  Nearly  1,000 
ho-usias  have  the  water  laid  on.  In  October  and 
November,  1902,  I in'spe.otod  and  reported'  upon 
the  w-a.ter  supplies  of  the  viU-ages  in  the  District, 
-andl  the  s-ub-ject  is  having  the  .oonside-raition  of 
the  Oaun-oib 

FACTORY  AND  W)ORKSHOPS’  ACT,  1901. 

The  Home  Offi-ce  official  -table,  shewing  the  ad- 
ministiration  of  the  Acit  in.  the  District,  is  affix-eid 
to  this  report. 

Nuisances,  Etc. 

A summary  of  the  work  don©  by  your  Sanitary 
Inspector  is  -given  below. 

I am. 

Yours  faithfully, 

A MACQUBEN,  M.D. 

15th  Miarch,  1905. 


The  following  'is  an  laccount  furnish-ed  by  tho 
Sanitary  Inspecttor,  of  Sanitary  Work  fo-r  the 
year  ending  31sit  December,  ^904,  in  the  Draiyto'n 
Rural  Sanitary  Distri-ot:  — 

Number  of  Houses  -which  have  been  inspected 
during  the  a-bove  period,  either'  in-  .connection 
with  oU'tbreakB  of  infeatious  disease,  or  in 
oonsequoncie  of  oomplaints,  or  in  tho  course 


of  a systematic  Sanitary  ^rvey  594 

Number  of  legal  and  informal  notices  sent  *293 

Number  of  such  notices  oompLLed  with  *201 

Particulars  -of  Sanitary  Matters  referred  to 
in  the  above  notices:  — 

Houses  to  be  infected  after  Infectious  Disease  18 

Dsfi'cicnt  or  objectionable  water  supply  *71 

New  drains,  -to  be  -constructed,  or  old  drains  to 

be  -amended  54 

New  closc-ts  to  be  provided,  or  old  ones  to  be 

amended  in  oonstruc-tioin  22 

Houises  dam.p  or  dirty,  or  -admitting  rai-n,  or 
weather,  or  oth-erwise  in  a bad  sanitary 

condition  3 

Offensive  aocnmulation  of  all  -kinds  118 

-Aniimals  kept  so  os  to  be  a nuisance  5 

Houises  -overcrowded  3 

•Water  supplies  to  villages  of  Norton-in-Hales 
and  Ohoswiarddne  under  -consid-eration. 


Reprinted  from  th-e  ’’Newport  & Market  Dr-ayton 
Advertiser,”  1st  April,  1905. 


